Tweet from the Editor
@ClarenceDelCastillo

Dear young learner,

In this issue of Value Tweets, we look closely at the importance of having faith in God and finding
God in all things. “Finding God in all things” means that we constantly seek for God in every person, in every place,
and in everything. It is recognizing that God’s love and goodness permeates mankind and all creation. Thus, our
deep faith should move us to perform charitable acts.
While it is easy to say that we have faith in God, it is challenging to put our words into action. However, there are
numerous ways wherein we can manifest our faith in God and demonstrate love for our fellowmen.
It is our hope that this magazine will inspire and move you to truly love God in words and deeds.
Your friend,
Clarence
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Home

The Charcoal Pencil

“I am Emma, and I love to sketch. I hope I
can show you a beautiful artwork today.”
Emma softly spoke to the teachers in front
of her. The teachers nodded their head in
agreement and smiled.

Emma is a Grade 5 student who is popular
in her school for winning numerous art
contests. Despite her talent, Emma is
very humble and very kind specially to
other students who want to learn how to
draw. This is one of the reasons that she
joined the Lumina Art Club, to inspire and
encourage other students to create art.
However, this day,
Emma is a bit
nervous. Following
the tradition of the
Lumina Art Club,
all students must
present an original
artwork at the
end of the year to
show their skills
and learnings from
the year. Emma
nervously held a
thick sketchbook
and a small bag
filled with drawing
materials. She really
wanted to draw
something wonderful
today.

“You have two hours to work on your end
of the year art project. The theme for this
year is ‘Inner Goodness.’ Have fun, young
artists. May you inspire us all!” Ms. Thelma
Benavides, the adviser of the art club, told
Emma and the other young artists.
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Emma slowly walked to an empty drawing
table and laid out her sketchbook. She was
thinking of drawing something that will
represent the theme. After a few minutes,
Emma smiled. She has already thought
of an apt image about inner goodness.
Emma then took her small art bag and
unzipped it. However, when she looked for
her charcoal pencil, she could not find any!
Instead, what was left in her art bag were
various broken colored chalks, a very small
pencil, an eraser, and a sharpener.
“Oh, no! I cannot draw with these
materials! They are simply not enough,”
Emma felt sorry for herself.
Emma looked at the other members of the
art club who were already busy with their
initial sketch. She looked at Ms. Benavides
who gave her an encouraging smile as if to
say, “Go on, Emma! Do something great!”
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Emma took the small pencil and started to
sketch. After a few minutes, she felt that her
fingers were starting to get numb.
The pencil is too small to be held
comfortably. As a result, her sketch was very
faint. Emma wanted to put some color on
her work but her colored chalks were either
broken or lack the color that she needed.
It was a very frustrating two hours.
When the time is up, Emma was downcast.
She gave her half-finished work to
Ms. Benavides. The adviser inspected her
work and was confused.
“It seems that you had a hard time today,
Emma,” Ms. Benavides said.
“I’m sorry, Ma’am.” Emma then took her
sketchbook and art bag, slowly walked
to the door, and went home with a heavy
heart.
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At home, Mrs. Jocis Linsangan noticed her
forlorn daughter sitting on the end of the
sofa.
“Are you alright, anak?” Mrs. Linsangan
asked Emma.
“I’m okay, Inay,” Emma replied. “It is just
that a while ago, I failed to give my best in
the year end project for Lumina art club.”
“Oh, I see,” Mrs. Linsangan said. “I know
that you love to draw. It is very rare for you
not to give your all especially when it is
making art.”
“Yes, Inay,” Emma replied. “I really wanted
to create something beautiful but all that
my art bag contained were broken colored
chalks and a very small pencil.”
“But did you not buy a new charcoal pencil
yesterday?” Mrs. Linsangan asked.
“Yes, I did, Inay,” Emma answered. “But I
left it at my room drawer because it is so
beautiful. Truth be told, I do not want to
use it.”
Mrs. Linsangan nodded and smiled.
She leaned closer to her daughter and in a
very soft voice said, “I will tell you the story
of the charcoal pencil.”
Emma took a deep breath and slowly
wiped the tear rolling from her cheek.
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Mrs. Linsangan then told the story of the pencil:
Once there was a pencil named Jim who was used so
much that all that was left of him was a bit of wood,
a dull nib, and an almost spent eraser. The used
pencil was placed in a small tin containing other
used pencils, a small knife, some paper clips,
and a roll of adhesive tape.
Jim remembered the first day that a child
held him in his hands. Through him, the
child was able to write letters, numbers,
and draw various plants and animals.
When the child made a mistake, the pencil’s
eraser was put to good use. After sometime, Jim’s nib
became dull and he needed sharpening.
“Oh, how good the old days were!” Jim sighed.
“Indeed!” Another used pencil replied.
“Oh, I’m sorry for whining. I never realized that there
are other used pencils here. I just feel so useless
now,” Jim said.
“It is okay. I used to feel the same way
when I was first placed here. But now, I am
actually happy,” the other pencil said.
“You are happy? How come?” Jim was curious.
“Well, if you really think about it,
we have actually fulfilled our purpose.
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We are tools for writing and drawing.
When we are sharpened, we become
smaller but continue to do what we are
supposed to do. When we cannot be
sharpened any further, it means that we
have done a great job,” the pencil said.
“That makes sense!” Jim replied. “Suddenly
I feel better. I remember how the child that
used me gladly showed his winning sketch
to his parents and he was able to create it
because of me!”
“True!” The other pencil replied. “
So remember, two things: We can correct
our mistakes and what matters most
is what is inside of us, that is, our inner
goodness!”
Jim, the used pencil, felt a sense of
fulfillment and satisfaction for he has done
a marvelous job.
Mrs. Linsangan embraced her daughter
and said, “Remember anak, all of us have
a purpose. So do not forget that you can
correct your mistake and what matters
most is what is inside of you.”
Emma hugged her mother and whispered,
“Thank you, Inay. Tomorrow, I am going
to present to Ms. Benavides a wonderful
work of art!”
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gallery

Finding God in All Things
“Finding God in all things” means that we constantly seek for God in every person,
in every place, and in everything. It is recognizing that God’s love and goodness
permeates mankind and all creation. When we pay more attention to God,
we become more thankful and reverent and fall deeply in love with our Creator.
Think of a person whom you believe manifests God’s kindness and love. Fill out the
stationary and give it to that special person!
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21 Days Challenge
Dr. Stephen Covey, the author of “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People,” said that it takes at least
21 days to form a habit. After that, what we have practiced daily will become ingrained in us and will be
our tendency or usual manner of behavior.
If you think about it, God has created us with inner goodness. Hence, we have the ability to choose well
and do what is good. The challenge is to consistently do those things that will make us a better person.
Have you already thought of good habits that you want to develop?
Without a doubt, good habits can help us attain our goals. Goals serve as direction markers in our lives.
They help us to determine a specific path of progress that we can pursue on a daily basis. Thus, when
you have goals, you have a specific target that you are working towards.
Use the 21 Days Challenge Tracker below to help you achieve your goals! Mark with a check if you were
able to practice your good habit for that day.

21 Days Challenge Tracker
My Goals:
As a son or daughter: _________________________________
As a sibling:_________________________________________
As a friend: _________________________________________
As a member of the community: ________________________
As a son/daughter of God:______________________________
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Self-Image and
Inner Goodness

If you will be asked to draw your inner goodness,
how would it look like? Use the image of the
mirror below to show the “real” you!

Word Puzzle
The 14th Dalai Lama, the Spiritual Leader of Tibet said
that without these two, humanity will not survive.

These are necessary for
human existence:
________________________
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Broadcast

Faith in Action

Faith is the ability to believe, but that ability must be used and acted upon for faith to
come alive and work. Believing is the action side of faith – believing is “acting in faith.”
Our faith in God should move us to be charitable to our fellow men. While there may be
various religions and beliefs, what is common among them is the “Golden Rule” or
“Do unto others what you them to do unto you.” If we truly believe that we are created
by God then each and every person is truly special. Thus, being kind and good to others
is also an act of faith.
There are numerous religious organizations which put their “faith into action.” Here are
some of them:

Tuloy sa Don Bosco
Responding to the challenge of serving the
poor, abandoned, and homeless children in
Makati, Father Marciano “Rocky” G. Evangelista,
SDB and ten lay volunteers started Tuloy sa Don
Bosco. Since 1983, “Tuloy” as it is fondly called,
has been providing residential care services for
disadvantaged children and youth.
However, what makes Tuloy sa Don Bosco unique
is its commitment to the rehabilitation of a street
child. This entails a comprehensive approach
where attention is given to all aspects of a street
child’s development so that he or she can be a
well-rounded individual and be reintegrated into
the society.

Fr. Rocky Evangelista, SDB with Tuloy Kids

More often than not, we turn a blind eye to the
poor and abandoned in our society. Tuloy sa Don
Bosco have dared to do what is unpopular and
difficult. They have responded to the challenge
and came forth to prove that anyone can be an
instrument of change.
Tuloy sa Don Bosco proved that helping our
fellow human beings is our responsibility.
Indeed, each and every person is unique and has
dignity regardless of wealth or social status.
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Langar: The Community Kitchen
Have you heard about Sikhism? It is a monotheistic
religion that originated from Punjab during the
15th century. It is the world’s 9th largest organized
religion. Sikhs believe in divine unity and equality of
all humankind, engaging in selfless service, striving for
justice for the benefit and prosperity of all, and honest
conduct and livelihood.
Sikhism is based on the spiritual teachings of Guru
Nanak, the first Guru. He introduced the revolutionary
idea of a “langar” or “free kitchen.” In a langar, everyone,
regardless of religion or social status, could sit on the
ground together as equals and eat the same food.

The Langar at the Golden Temple, India
At the Sikh Golden Temple in Amritsar, India, nearly
100 000 people eat in the langar on an average day and
not a single one of them will pay for the food.
In Manila, there is a Sikh temple or “Gurdwara” called
Khalsa Diwan. Here, Sikh’s pray and worship as well as
volunteer in the langar. True to the beliefs of Sikhism,
everyone, regardless of religion or social status, are
welcome to eat the vegetarian meal served in the
langar.

Tzu Chi Foundation

Have you heard about Tzu Chi Foundation?
It was founded as a charity organization with Buddhist
origins by the Master Cheng Yen on 14 May 1966 in
Hualien, Taiwan. The organization began with a motto
of "instructing the rich and saving the poor." Initially, a
group of thirty housewives saved fifty centavos every
day and stored them in bamboo banks which they then
donated to needy families.

Today, one of Tzu Chi’s activities is aimed at conserving
the environment and helping the poor. It operates
numerous recycling plants for plastic water bottles.
Interestingly, the recycled plastic water bottles are
turned into polyester cloth which is then used for the
production of T-shirts, hospital bed sheets, medical
gowns, suitcases, and stuffed animals. The recycled
items are distributed by Tzu Chi to needy people all
over the world.
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Value Poster

Love
is the key that unlocks the heart.

Hope
is the dream that awakens the soul.

Peace
is the light that leads the way.

Faith
is the certainty that guides us through.
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Quotable Quotes
A new command I give
you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you
must love one another.

Jesus Christ

The fruit of prayer is faith,
the fruit of faith is love,
the fruit of love is service,
and the fruit of service is
peace.

Saint Teresa of Culcutta
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Do not impose on
others, what you
yourself do not desire.

Love and compassion are
necessities, not luxuries.
Without them, humanity
cannot survive.
Confucius

14th Dalai Lama, Spiritual Leader of Tibet

14

